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Too much secrecy

_. Former CIA Director Stansfield

“ Turner says the secrecy pledges re-

quired of intelligence officers re-

. sult in a “gross abuse of the con-

stitutional right to free speech.” He
says such pledges should be limited
to 10 years and subject to congres-
sional oversight of their en-
forcement. Publishers Weekly re-
ports that Mr. Turner described to a
congressional subcommittee the
“absurd” demands made by the
CIA when he submitted his book,
“Secrecy and Democracy;” for
prepublication review.

“I was not permitted in my book

to refer to the use of photographic
satellites for any purpose other
than verification of arms control
agreements,” he says. “It is, of
course, absurd to attempt to tell the
American people that we have pho-
tographic satellites and do not em-
ploy them for any other purpose
than arms <ontrol.”

The Weekly says that since
Frank Snepp defied secrecy rules
with his book, “Decent Interval,” a
number of former CIA agents have
complained about the pledge.

Former CIA Director Stanstield
Turner, now an author, says agency
secrecy restrains free speech.
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